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CABINET RESHUFFLE Abela reconﬁgures team 'l'he grut, the good, tlu oiant Au Mlta
Bl of Maltese literature ' .
e o accounts still
COV'D-IQ costs | unpublished as
new State aid

bid beckons

ministers posts
in Abela reshuffle

Justyne Caruana returns
to Cabinet as education
minister, Sivio Parnis
loses job after faltering
role over virus outbreak

PAUL COCKS

| AIR Malta has refrained from
. publishing its accounts for the
| financial year ending 2019,
8| with over seven months elaps-
|| ing since the national airline’s
!\ annual appointment with the
|| press.
‘ The national airline usually
publlsh&s its annual figures in
April. In February 2020, Mal-
[ taToday had revealed that Air

?

elderly raised questions on his ability to
marshal a strategy to protect elderly pa- |
tients.

Owen Bonnici is effectively demoted |
‘sideways’, losing the education portfolio |
after delays in school opening procedures |
due to coronavirus protocols, and instead

mn clder ly homes is made minister of a new research and in- Malta’s journey to sustainable

novation ministry. However, this ministry | finances had once again been

g will still be tasked to harness a post-COV- hampered by a year in which

i ID-19 strategy. ‘ operational losses had climbed
MATTHEW VELLA And Julia Farrugia Portelli also takes the to €30 million.

fall after a summer opening many blamed | But that was the figure

ROBERT Abela has reshuffled his Cabinet
eleven months into his premiership, and it
is clear that COVID-10 has cost his min-
isters their portfolios, and in one case, his
job.

Silvio Parnis is out, losing his parliamen-
tary secretariat for the elderly after an out-
break of coronavirus inside homes for the

for a spike in COVID-19 cases, with her
tourism portfolio passed on to former jun-
ior minister Clayton Bartolo.

Farrugia Portelli is now minister for in-
clusion and quality of life, with parliamen-
tary secretary Clifton Grima within her
ministry, responsible for sports, recrea-
tion and NGOs.

SHOWCASE YOUR PROPERTY

We have what it takes to tum your property
into the star of the show - so you can sell fast.

For more info visit franksalt.com.mt/ soleagency

| right before the COVID-19
pandemic shut down the in-
| ternational travel industry,
| grounding all airplanes, and
contributing to well over €100
million in losses for the belea-
guered airline
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‘He taught me to disobey’

MATTHEWVELLA =~

OLIVER Friggieri, the man whose work
laid bare the soul of a troubled nation in
its worst days of political divide, has died.
He was 73. His death was announced by
his son on Saturday, 21 November.

An intellectual who was a poet, nov-
elist, literary critic, and minor philoso-
pher, his work had an unmistakable tim-
bre of existentialism.

He articulated Malta’s national con-
sciousness in his works, notably with
his 1986 work Fil-Parlament ma Jikbrux
Fjuré and the unforgettable paean to
murder victims Karin Grech and Ray-
mond Caruana, victims of Malta’s politi-
cal war in the 1980s.

Friggieri was born in Floriana, Malta, in
1947. He studied at the Bishop’s Semi-
nary and then at the University of Malta
in 1968 where he acquired a Bachelor of
Arts in Maltese, Italian and Philosophy
(1968), and then a Masters (1975).

In 1978 he acquired a Doctorate in
Maltese literature and Literary Criticism
from the Catholic University of Milan,
Italy.

Friggieri began his career in 1968 teach-
ing Maltese and Philosophy in secondary
schools. In 1976, he started lecturing
Maltese at the University of Malta, be-
fore being appointed head of department
in 1988. He became Professor in 1990.

Between 1970 and 1971 Friggieri was
active in Malta’s literary revival move-
ment, the Moviment Qawmien Letter-
arju. He was on the editorial board of
the literary periodical lI-Polz (1969-73)
and co-founded children’s magazine Is-
Saghtar (1971).

In 1971 he collaborated in the estab-
lishment of the publishing house Klabb
Kotba Maltin.

A Member of the Association Interna-
tionale des Critiques Litteraires of Paris,
in 2008 Friggieri published his autobiog-
raphy, Fjuri li ma Jinxfux. In 2016, Frig-
gieri was awarded the Gieh I-Akkademja
tal-Malti gold medal.

Friggieri is the author of several books

Oliver Friggieri, giant of the Maltese literary
world, articulated a national consciousness that
was politically troubled and hurt

and significantly contributed essays on
Peter Caxaro and Mikiel Anton Vassalli.
They include Stejjer Ghal Qabel Jidlam
(1986), Fil-Gzira Taparsi Jikbru I-Fjuri
(1990), and novels II-Gidba (1977), L-Is-
tramb (1980), Fil-Parlament ma Jikbrux
Fjuri (1986), Gizimin li Qatt ma Jiftah
(1998), It-Tfal Jigu bil-Vapuri (2000)
and others.

“Students and many others
found solace in his profound
humanly, in ks quiet
manners, in his abilty to
empathise with people and
share their sorrow”

‘He taught me to disobey’

The TV presenter Peppi Azzopardi,
speaking to MaltaToday, called him “the
man who taught me to disobey”.

He said that as a young man, he got hold
of a pamphlet in which Olivier Friggieri
had written that an unjust law had to be
broken. “It shocked me. We were taught
at school to obey, so how could this poet
tell me not to obey? I thank God for hav-
ing taken his advice. 1 chose to disobey
from that moment on and what I have
done in my life is also fruit of the seed

that Friggieri sowed in me.”

Azzopardi said Friggieri was a “poet in
Parliament, the village square, the uni-
versity, the dockyard and the factory.”

“His poems were not self-gratifying or
a showcase of his own deep thoughts; he
did not write poems so that school chil-
dren could learn their meter and rhyme.
He wrote a poetry that was understood
by the people without a critic interced-
ing for him.

“Friggieri was a man of caution but he
could sow courage and overcome fear in
the name of what was right. It was the
right thing not to make him President of
the Republic, for his poems would have

caused him trouble. His work keeps him
alive, speaking to all our consciences.”

The writer and academic Prof. Adrian
Grima, said Friggieri had almost sin-
gle-handedly established Maltese liter-
ary theory and criticism as an academic
discipline.

“We owe our work in this field to him.
Even today his academic writings re-
main fundamentally important to all
those who want to write about our lit-
erature.

“But he was also scrupulously aware of
his role and his responsibility both as a
leading public intellectual and as an ed-
ucator. Students and many others found
solace in his profound humanity, in his
quiet manners, in his ability to empa-
thise with people and share their sorrow.
To me, and to many others, he was a sec-
ond father. I will miss him dearly.”

Accolades from leaders

The Maltese government saluted Frig-
gieri's memory. “He is one of Malta’s
greatest writers, whose recognition goes
beyond Maltese shores. He is a patriot
who celebrated Maltese identity, and
whose work is a reference point for the
language, contributing much to Maltese
history, and promoting a sense of unity
for this nation.”

Accolades for the writer came from
Nationalist Party leader Bernard Grech,
who saluted the “giant of Maltese liter-
ature, a prolific writer whose workers
were translated in various languages... he
bequeathed unto us a long career to the
benefit of the Maltese language.”

Former prime minister Joseph Muscat
described Friggieri as a “genuine friend”.

“His authenticity did not recognise po-
litical affiliation, and he would call out
what was good and bad in all our coun-
try's phases. His works were a symbol
of the Fenech Adami ‘resistance’ in the
1980s. But he was also someone who
recognised the good that Mintoff did.
He was one of the persons whose small
chats with me influenced me in my time
in politics.”

NESCAFE
Dolce
Gusto
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Award-winning writer and literary critic Oliver Friﬁgieri died yesterday at the age of 73. PHOTO: MARK ZAMMIT CORDINA
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Polidano has €40m tax bill

Construction magnate’s lawyers have begun to contest dues

IVAN MARTIN

Construction tycoon Charles Polidano has
been ordered to settle more than €40 mil-
lion in tax dues or face possible court action.

Times of Malta is informed that Polidano,
known as I¢-Cagnu, has over the past few
days been served with a number of court

documents ordering him to pay a massive tax
bill, some of which stretches back to the 1990s.
The company is one of the leading construc-
tion firms in Malta, regularly involved in
major national infrastructure projects.
Polidano, 60, one of the wealthiest men
on the island, has racked up €30.4 million
in unpaid taxes on his flagship company
Polidano Brothers Limited. It also has an-
other two smaller tax bills of €6.3 million

and €1.2 million, which have also long been
outstanding, sources said.

The court orders, known as judicial acts,
were filed by the Inland Revenue Commis-
sioner in the first week of November.

Tax department sources said that Poli-
dano had previously entered into a number
of payment plans with onerous obligations

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Most people
plan to stay
home this
Christmas

Christmas looks set to take on
a different spirit this year,
with the majority of people
planning to stay home in the
midst of the pandemic, ac-
cording to a Times of Malta
survey.

As COVID-19 continues to
spread, the health authorities
have been asking for sacrifices
to be made over the Christmas
period, asking people to limit
their contacts with those out
side their households.

And it looks like many are
taking the message seriously.
Just over half the respondents
to a survey (53 per cent) said
they wounld be celcbrating
Christmas at home alone or
with their partner.

However, 37 per cent still
intend to spend it with family
and friends, while six per cent
are unsure and the rest will do
other activities, according to
the survey carried out by
advisory firm EMCS.

As the economic impact of
the pandemic continues to
bite, over a third (38 per cent)
intend to spend less money
than usual this Christmas.

On the other hand, spending
patterns for 60 per cent of
respondents will remain un-
changed compared to last year.

Two per cent want
to splurge more than they
usually do over the holiday
season.

A marked divergence
emerges from the survey

CONTINUED ON PAGE §
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SARAH CARABOTT

 qributes poured in for Oliver Friggiers, de-
 seribed asone of Malta's greatest ever writ-

* onFacebook.

Friggieri, also an educator, philosopher
and literary critic, was pivotal in promot-
ing Maltese literature and the use of the
Maltese language.

He was among the co-founders of popu-
lar children’s magazine Is-Saghtar, as well
as local publishing house Klabb Kotha

“His love for the arts,
research and philosophy
inspired one generation
after the other”

) &
Friggieri taught Maltese in secondary
schools before moving on to tertiary edu-
cation. Hie was appomted head of the Uni-
versity of Malta’s Department of Maltese in
1988and continued to lead the department
until 2002.
‘' He published a wide variety of books,
ing from works of literary criticism to
as well as 10 novels and a collection

. Jated into English, French, German, talian

Among his most famous works was his
1986 novel Fil-Parlament ma jikbrux
Furi, which sparked controversy for its
frank depiction of political tribalism
within Malta.

Friggieri was honoured with a gold
medal in the Gieh I-Akkademja tal-Maltiin
2016 and won various editions of the Na-

In one of his last interviews, published
by Times of Malta last June, he mused on
-the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Itall provides an unprecedented lesson
in humility. The universe is theocentric
and not homocentric,” he had said.

In a statement, the government paid
tribute to Friggieri as “one of this country’s
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greatest ever writers” and said his writing
had helped foster a sense of national unity.

“His love for the arts, research and phi-
other;” the statement noted.

Both the Labour and Nationalist parties
also issued statements paying tribute and
offering his family their condolences.

Friggieri had been instrumental in es-
tablishing the PN’s newspapers In-Naz-
zjon and I1-Mument.

On social media he was described as a
man who had instilled a strong love for the
Maltese language in many.

Archbishop Charles Scicluna was
among the first to pay a “heartfelt” trib-
ute. Friggieri, he said, “taught us to love
the Maltese language and be proud of our
literary heritage.

The news shocked fellow author Al-
fred Sant, a former prime minister, who

gieri dead at 73

Oliver Friggieri. PHOTO: GEORGE SCINTILLA/THE FACE OF SUCCESS

had known Friggieri since the mid-
1960s. He said one of Friggieri’s best
qualities, apart from the arts, culture
and education, was a “profound sense of
tolerance”.

Friggieri’s friend and fellow poet
Daniel Massa will remember him as
“working tirelessly” all his life for the
cause of Maltese literature and all that is
Maltese.

“Your numerous brilliant works will
remain a beacon, lighting up the way for
ayounger generation of writers,” he said,
upon learning of his passing away.

Friggieri’s former student, fellow
writer and colleague Gorg Mallia penned
a poetic tribute, accompanied by a por-
trait of his mentor.

“He was the man we emulated when
we tried to understand the depths in the
cavernous maws of literature... he gave

us the method, he built the way with his
incredible mind. The university’s Fac-
ulty of Arts said the country had lost an
icon: “A life has come to an end, but what
alife fulfilled! What better epitaph than
one from a poem by the master he spent
so much of his life studying: Non Omnis
Moriar”.

President George Vella described him
as a “staunch promoter of the Maltese
language and identity”,

Prime Minister Robert Abela described
Friggieri as aman of great humanity and
humility.

“Above all, he was a man who dearly
loved Malta, its people and language.”

PN leader Bernard Grech referred to
Friggieri as a giant of literature.

“The literary work that Friggieri has
left us, and his efforts in favour of the
Maltese language, are his best heritage.”
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35 YEARS ON
The EgyptAir
hijacking that
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Writer Oliver Friggieri has
died aged 73. Friggieri is
considered a giant in the
field, having taught Maltese
and won numerous local
and international literary
prizes over the years. He
was secretary of the
Moviment Qawmien
Letterarju and also a co-
founder of the Klabb Kotba
Maltin.He lectured at the
University of Malta, where
he was nominated
associate professor and
became head of the
Department of Maltese in
1988 and full professor in
1990.He has contributed
many critical works
dealing with literary
theory, critical studies,
stylistic analysis and
literary biographies. Some
of his works were
translated into foreign
languages. He has also
published several poetry
books, short stories and
other literature, among
which "Fil-Parlament ma
jikbrux fjuri®.

‘My electoral mandate stays, and [ will
remain true to it' — Roberta Metsola

KARL AZZOPARDI

"My electoral mandate stays, and |
will remain true to it,” newly elected
First Vice President of the Euro-
pean Parliament (EP) Roberta Met-
sola said during an interview with
The Malta Independent on Sunday.
After being nominated for the
post by the European People’s

Party (EPP), which she forms part
of, Metsola was elected as the
First Vice President for the EP
two weeks ago with a unanimous
vote across all political parties, re-
placing Mairead McGuinness who
became European Commissioner.

The position is the second-highest
position in the whole EP, after the
President, and there are 13 other
Vice Presidents who deal with dif-

ferent matters. She is the first Mal-
tese MEP to become Vice President.

The Malta Independent on Sun-
day interviewed Metsola, who de-
scribed what her role entails, how
she will represent Malta, as well
as her opinion on migration and
the Moneyval evaluation, among
other topics,

Continued on page 3
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Bernard Grech
should have
contested 12th
district, not 11th
- PN insiders

@ STEPHEN CALLEJA

Nationalist ~ Party  Leader
Bernard Grech should have con-
tested the 12th, not 11th, elec-
toral district, as the PN is risking
losing it to Labour, party insiders
told The Malta Independent on
Sunday.

A few days ago, the PN execu-
tive committee approved the
candidacy of Grech for the fifth
and 11th districts. Grech will be
leading the PN in an election for
the first time, having beaten in-
cumbent Adrian Delia in a lead-
ership election held in October.

But whereas the choice of the
fifth district is seen as an at-
tempt from the party to attract
voters from the south, the selec-

tion of the 11th district has been
received with scepticism.

The PN is weak on the fifth dis-
trict, part of the Labour-domi-
nated south of Malta, and the
presence of the leader on the
ballot sheet is aimed to serve as
a boost. In 2017, the PN elected
Toni Bezzina and Hermann Schi-
avone, the latter making it to
Parliament without obtaining a
quota.

Given the 4-1 defeats in the sec-
ond, third and fourth electoral
districts, the 3-2 loss in the fifth
was a half-miracle for the PN,
with the last PL candidate Stefan
Zrinzo Azzopardi losing out to
Schiavone by fewer than 400
votes in the last count. Zrinzo Az-
zopardi  was  subsequently
elected in a casual election.

Continued on page 8
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tal-Prim Ministru quddiem il- -pandemija
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Il-Furjana: Vilhcna Pharmacy, 3, Trig
Sant’ Anna; I-Hamrun: Brown’s Pharmacy,
706, Triq il-Kbira San Guzepp; Hal Qormi:
St George's Pharmacy, 21, Triq il-Kbira;
Birkirkara: Pharmaplus, Trig Ganu; L-
Imsida: Brown's Pharmacy, Shop 10, Yacht
Marina Ap Triq il-Marina; Swieqi
Penny Lanc Pharmacy, Triq is-Scijich; Tas-
Shiema: Mrabat Pharmacy, Triq I-Imrabat;
Hal Lija: St. Joscph Pharmacy, 164, Trig
Annibale Preca; L-lmgarr: St. Mary
Pharmacy - Mgarr Dispensing Chemists, 71,
Triq Sir Harry Luke; San Pawl il-Bahar:
Parkes Pharmacy, 582, Triq San Pawl; Santa
Lucija: Sta. Lucia Pharmacy, 1, Misrah
Dorell; Bormla: Whitc Cross Pharmacy,
Shop A, Block 1, Fuq San Pawl; Ha:-
Zabbar: May Day Pharmacy, Triq il-
Vittorja; Birzcbbuga: Martin’s Pharmacy,
182, Triq Birzcbbuga; Li-Zurrieq: Salus
Pharamcy, 21, Misah ir-Repubblika; Is-
Siggiewi: The Bypass Pharmacy, Tnq
Mikiel Azzopardi; L-Imtarfa: Ania
Pharmacy, Triq 7 ta’ Gunju 1919
Ghawdex: Tac-Cawla Pharmacy, Trig 7 ta’
Gunju 1919, Victoria u Ta’ Pinu Pharmacy,
| Trig Frangisk Portelli, I-Gharb.
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Oliver Friggieri se.jibqa’
ohal dejjem il-kuxjenza
ta’ pajjiina _ L-Akkademja tal-Malti

I1-Professur Oliver Friggieri
se jibqa’ ghal dejjem il-kuxjen-
za tan-nazzjon taghna.

L-Akkademja tal-Malti
sellmet b’dan il-hsieb lill-
Professur Olvier Friggieri li
miet ilbierah is-Sibt, u fissret li
se jibga” maghruf bhala wiehed
mill-awturi |-aktar rispettati tat-
tieni nofs tas-seklu ghoxrin kif
ukoll bhala I-kritiku ewlieni tal-
letteratura Maltija, poeta u kon-
tributur regolari £ gumnali u riv-
isti akkademici kemm Maltin
kif ukoll barramin.

Oliver Friggieri twieled il-
Furjana f1-1947. Beda jikteb il-
poezija meta kien ghadu fl-
iskola Primarja tal-Furjana,
minn fejn ghadda ghas-
Seminarju u ghall-Universita.
Hu l-awtur ta’ numru kbir ta’
kotba (poezija, rumanzi, novelli
u kritika) mahruga f'Malta u
fdiversi pajjizi barranin. Ir-
rumanzi, m-novelli, u l-poeziji
tieghu gew maglubin f'diversi
lingwa. L-istudyi tieghu, bl-
Ingliz u bit-Taljan, dehru
f"ghadd kbir ta’ rivisti
akkademici internazzjonali.

Kien l-ewwel student ki
ggradwa MA (1975) fil-letter-
atura Maltija u aktar tard kiseb
ukoll il-grad @’ Ph.D. (1978)
b’tezijiet ta” kritika komparata
— La Cultura Italiana del
Romanticismo e la Poesia
Maltese (1978).

Huwa kien kofundatur tal-
Moviment Qawmien
Letterarju, u ghamel zmien 1-
editur ta’ /I-Polz (1969-1973) -
ir-rivista tal-Moviment. Kien
ukoll kofundatur tar-rivista
Saghtar u hadem mill-grib ma’
Pawlu Mizzi biex twaqgaf il-
Klabb Kotba Maltin f1-1971.

Beda I-karriera tieghu bhala
ghalliem fl-iskejjel sekondani
fejn ghallem il-Malti u 1-
Filosofija (1968-75) u aktar
tard inhatar lettur fid-
Dipartiment tal-Malti fl-
Universita ta’ Malta (1976-90).
Kien Kap tad-Dipartiment tal-
Malti, kariga li zamm mill-1988
sal-2002 u Professur tal-
Letteratura mill-1990. Kien
editur ta’ Journal of Maltese
Studies (1980).

Ittraduca xoghlijiet mil-Latin,
mit-Taljan u mill-Ingliz, fos-
thom De Arte Poetica ta’
Orazju, Hrejjef ghat-Tfal 1’
Grimm u Andersen u {/-Hanut
tal-Argentier ta’ Karol Woytyla.

Aktar minn 60 ktieb tieghu
ingalbu fdiversi lingwi, £'pa-
ijizi barranin. Ir-rumanzi tieghu
gew tradotti £ 16-il lingwa, fos-
thom 1-Ingliz, it-Taljan, il-
Frané¢iz, |-Urdy, il-Grieg, il-
Magedonjan u r-Romanjan.

Fost ix-xoghlyjict ewlenin
tieghu nsibu d-Dizzjunarju 1a’
Termini Letterarji (1996)
megjus bhala I-Magnum
Opus tieghu. Kiteb l-ewwel
Oratorja bil-Malti — Pawlu ta’
Malta (1989) u l-ewwel kantata
— L-Ghanja ta" Malta (1989).

Kien editur ta” ghadd sabih ta’
antologiji, fosthom /I-Poezija
Maltija (1996), Hodon
Oronfol (1990) u L-Antologija
tan-Natura (1995) ma’ Mario
Azzopardi.

Oliver Friggien rebah ghadd
sabih ta’ premyjijiet intemaz-
zjonali fosthom l-ewwel premju
ghall-Kritika Letterarja fil-X1V
Concorso Silarus (1982); il-
Premio Internazionale
Mediterraneo, Palermo (1988);

il-Premju Letterarju mill-Gvern

Malti (1988, 1997, 1999, 2002)
u I-Premio Sampieni per la
Poesia, Marsa Siklah, Sqallija
(1995). Kien membru tal-

Association Intemationale des
Critiques Litteraires ta’ Parigj.

F1-2003 nghata |-Midalja tad-
Deheb mis-Socjeta Manifattura
tal-Arti u l-Kummerc. Fl-istess
sena nghata r-raba’ ‘Premio
Internazionale Trieste Poesia’ -
moghti lill-awturi internazzjon-
ali ghall-kontnbuzzjoni poctika
taghhom f"kotba ppubblikati
barra minn pajjizhom.

F1-2016, I-Akkademja tal-
Malti onoratu bil-Midalja tad-
Deheb *Gieh I-Akkademia tal-
Malti’ ghall-kontribut letteraru
ecéezzjonali tieghu fcenmonja
specjali taht il-Patro¢inju tal-
Presidenta ta’ Malta Marie-
Louise Coleiro Preca.

m Tislima ohra hil Oliver
Friggieri waslet mill-Kumitat tal-
Ghaqda tal-Malti - Universita
li seltmet {il Oliver Fnggren
bhala pilastru fil-lingwa u
|-letteratura Maluja.

“Kien b'inizjattiva @’ Prof.
Friggien li 1-Ghagda tal-Malti
ghaddiet Cidejn listudenn fid-
disghinijiet, billi gabel. kien ikun
1I-Kap tad-Dipartiment tal-Malt
fil-Fakult tal-Arti tal-Universita
li kien jokkupa din il-kariga.
B’insistenza ta” Prof. Friggien. |-
Ghaqda bdiet titmexxa mill-istu-
denti. Billi kien Kap tad-
Dipartiment tal-Malu bejn |-

1988 u 1-2002, Prof. Friggien
kien ukoll membru ex-officio fil-
Kumitat tal-Ghaqda @l-Malt

L-istudenti tal-Malti jibqghu
Jiftakru lil Prof. Friggien ghal!-
imhabba li kattar fihom lejn |-
isien u |-letteratura Maltija

Poeta, kittieb, ghalliem... imma
fuq kollox gentlom - i-atur mario micalier

L-ahbar li halliena Oliver kienet
ghalija xokk kbir. Poeta, ghalliem,
imma fuq kollox gentlom. Bniedem
umli u mahbub minn kulhadd.

Kellna hbiberija reCiproka
bejnietna. Diversi drabi tellajt serati
ad unur tieghu, kif kien jixraglu. L-
ahhar wahda kienet fil-palazz tal-
President, £"'Sant’Anton, taht il-
patroéinju tal-President innifsu,
George Vella, u s-Sinjura tieghu.
Ipprezentajt diversi xoghlijiet
tieghu, kemm fug il-palk, kif ukoll
fuq it-televizjoni.

lllum Malta tilfet kolonna impor-
tanti fil-letteratura Maltija. Zgur li
se jibqa” mfakkar mal-eluf ta’ stu-
denti i ghaddew minn taht idejh.
Oliver jaghmel parti importanti
mill-istorja ta’ pajjizna.

Tkellimna ghall-ahhar darba |-
gimgha li ghaddiet, permezz ta’
email, peress li dan l-ahhar ma sta-
Jniex nikkomunikaw sew fug it-
telefon kif konna naghmiu s-soltu.
Fost affanijiet I tkellimna, ferhan
qalli li ghadhom kif hargulu thiet
kotba ohra bi tliet lingwi differenti.

Talabni biex fil-jiem li gejjn tmims
ghandu d-dar biex jaghtini hopiit
Il-gost tieghi kull meta kont
immur inzuru d-dar tieghu kier |
nisimghu jitkellemn. Kien jaffaxy
nani bl-intelligenza u |-kan/ma
tieghu. Ftit ilu kiteb l-ahhar po?

tieghu u ddedikaha lli. L-tsem
taghha kien proprju *L-Ahtur
Kelma'.

Din il-poezija issa se nghozzi
aktar minn qabel, kif zgur s niby,
nghozz it-tifkiriet sbieh I kelli &
dan il-habib tal-galb.




nazzjonali.

Nista” nghid li kien il-Poeta Nazzjonali,
wara Dun Karm, li fuqu kiteb ukoll ghaliex
Oliver barra li kien poeta kien ukoll kritiku
tajjeb hafna. Kien poeta nazzjonali fis-sens li
ghanna ghan-nazzjon kollu. Tana l-ewwel

fil-liturgija nkantaw dak Ii kiteb hu.
Imma barra minn dan ta hafna aktar. Kellu
go fih funtana ta’ kliem sabih fuq kollox.

Oliver Kkien figura
Nazzjonali - .. somc

ll-mewt ta’ Oliver Friggieri hasditni. Kien
habib. Imma iktar minn habib kien figura

Kien kapaci jikteb rumanzi... imma fuq kol-
lox I-ikbar don li kellu kien il-kapacita li
Jesprimi opinjoni poetika fuq kollox. Jigifieri
f°dan is-sens kien poeta tan-nazzjon, mhux
poeta ghalih innifsu. Barra li kien poeta
liriku kien ukoll oratur, ghan-nazzjon kollu.

Kienet hasda kbira |-mewt tieghu. Kien
habib kbir ghalija Oliver Friggieri.
Ghaddejna hafna zmien flimkien. Nibkih.
Ghadu Zzghir u seta’ taghna aktar. Imma dak
li taghna hu imprezzabbli u, naturalment, se
nibqghu nghozzuh ghal dejjem.

ssur Oliv

Cgant tal-letteratura Maltija o

Strumentali ghat-twaqqif tal-gazzetti In-Nazzjon u II-Mument u kontributur kbir
F'In-Nazzjon sa mill-ewwel harga fl-1 ta’ Lulju tal-1970 ghal kwazi 50 sena

I1-Partit Nazzjonalista sellem il-
memorja tal-Professur Oliver
Friggieri, li kien ggant tal-letter-
atura Maltija.

David Agius, Viéi Kap tal-PN
ghall-Affarijiet Parlamentari;
Clyde Puli, Kelliem tal-
Oppozizzjoni ghall-Edukazzjoni u
t-Tigdid tad-Dinja tax-Xoghol u d-
Djalogu Socjali Partecipattiv; u
Kelliema tal-Oppozizzjoni ghall-
Wirt Nazzjonali, I-Arti, |-Kultura

u I-Midja; qalu fi stqamija li Oliver
Friggieri jibqa’ mfakkar ghall-
kontribut kbir li hu ta fil-letteratu-
ra, fejn kien kittieb prolifiku, poeta
u kritiku letterarju Malti maghruf
madwar id-dinja. Huwa kien ukoll
ghalliem tal-Malti u tal-Filosofija
u Lettur fl-Universita ta’ Malta.
Hu lahaq Professur f1-1990 u fl-
2013 inhatar Chairman tal-
Fondazzjoni Celebrazzjonijiet
Nazzjonali Maltin. Oliver

Friggieri kien ruh ta’ nazzjon.

1l-Professur Friggieri kien qrib
hafina tal-gazzei tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista u kien strumentali
ghat-twaqqif tal-gazzetti In-
Nazzjon u II-Mument, u kien
kontributur kbir £In-Nazzjon tant
li mill-ewwel harga fl-1 ta’ Lulju
tal-1970 baga’ jikkontribwixxi
fiha ghal kwazi 50 sena.

Il-Partit Nazzjonalista ta I-kon-
doljanzi lill-familjari £dan il-
mument difficli.

11-Partit Laburista sellem ukoll

il-memorja ta’ Oliver Friggieri u
esprima s-soghba ghall-mewt
tieghu.

Fi stqarrija, I-Ufficju tal-
Komunikazzjoni tal-Partit
Laburista gal li Oliver Friggieri
se jibqa’ mfakkar ghan-numru ta’
poeziji, kotba u rumanzi bil-ling-
wa Maltija.

Apparti kittieb u poeta, huwa
kien ukoll ghalliem tal-Malti u
tal-Filosofija u kien anke Lettur
fl-Universita ta’ Malta.

Isem Oliver Friggieri jibga’ jissemma
sakemm iddum tezisti Malta - victor camilteri

Ghalija Victor Camilleri jfisser
hafna affarijiet, imma nibga’ nhares
lejh l-aktar bhala habib personali Li
trabbejna Rimkien il-Furjana.

Bhalma jigri dejjem, wara z-
Zmien tal-iskola flimkien,
kulhadd jagbad toroq differenti,
imma fil-kaz taghna t-toroq li
ghazilna regghu gabuna
flimkien anki ghaliex Oliver

nazzarda nghid li hu l-aktar kit-
tieb li ppubblika kotba bil-Malti
u li mbaghad hafna minnhom

Tlifna kittieb
mill-agwa
— Bernard Grech

Insellem il-memorja ta’
Oliver Friggicri li kien ggant tal-
letteratura Maltija. Pajjizna llum
tilef kittieb prolifiku mill-aqwa,
awtur ta’ numru kbir ta” kotba
ppubblikati Malta u barra.

Ix-xoghol letterarju li halliel-
na Friggieri u l-hidma wl is-
snin b'risq lilsien Malti huma
J-aqwa wirt ta' hajtu.

gew tradotti f’lingwi ohra.

Imma mbaghad Oliver Friggieri
ma wagafx hemm biss. Il-kon-
tribut tieghu kien (ghadd ta’
ogsma ohra. Fil-qasam li gej
minnu jien, dak tal-gumnalizmu
stampat, Oliver kien wiched fost I-
ikbar kontributuri, partikolarment
b’kitbiet regolari kemm f’1I-
Mument u fIn-Nazzjon. Hu beda
jikteb f’In-Nazzjon sa mill-ewwel
harga tieghu f"Lulju tal-1970 u
baqa’ jikteb sa fiit xhur ilu,

sakemm ippermettietlu sahhtu.

Ir-rubrika tieghu 'In-Nazzjon
ta’ kull nhar ta’ Tnejn, li damet
ghaddejja ghal numru ta’ snin,
kien iqaxxar fiha dak li l-element
I-aktar kien ihobb jikteb dwaru:
Malta u |-Maltin.

Bil-mewt ta’ Oliver Friggieri
pajjizna tilef persuna li tat kon-
tribut enormi lill-pajjiz u lis-soé-
jeta taghna. Bhala Furjaniz ghamel
gich matul hajtu kollha lil-lokalita
li twieled fiha bi studji, kotba u

diversi kitbiet ohra. Proprju fil-
bidu ta’ din is-sena fil-knisja ta’
San Publju fil-Furjana ttella” ora-
torjo bit-titlu ‘Ttodon Fjuri lil San
Publju’ li fih wera kemm kien
ihobb lil-lokalita tieghu.

Kull fejn dahal Oliver Friggieri
ta |-kontribut kbir tieghu. Ma
waqaf qatt. Ried jibqa’ ghaddej
anki wagqt li kien ikiddu l-mard.
Ismu jibga’ jissemma mhux
f"dawn il-jiem biss imma sakemm
Malta tibqa’ tezisti.

Taghlim u hsibijiet profondi

I-Gvern ta’ Malta wkoll sell-
em il-memorja tal-kittieb,
poeta, kritiku letterarju, u
hassieb Oliver Friggieri.

11-Professur Friggieni tfisser
bhala wiehed mill-ikbar awturi li
qatt kellu pajjizna. Maghruf
mhux biss f"Malta imma wkoll
fuq livell internazzjonali,
fOliver Friggieri kienet tispikka
|-kreattivita sinonima ma’ per-

sonagg ta’ rispett u sucéess li se
jhalli legat kbir warajh.

Oliver Friggieri huwa meqjus
bhala patrijott Malti li habb
u ¢celebra l-identita Maltija,
bix-xoghlijiet tieghu huma punt
ta’ referenza ghal-lingwa Maltija
u kontribut enormi ghall-istorja
Maltija, Bil-kitbiet
tieghu kien jippromwovi sens ta’
ghaqda ghal dan in-nazzjon u

ghal dan il-poplu.

L-imhabba tieghu lejn l-arti,
ir-ricerka, u I-filosofija ispirat
genarazzjoni wara ohra. Filwaqt
li jwassal il-kondoljanzi tieghu
lill-familja Friggien, il-Gvern
ta’ Malta rringrazzja lil Oliver
Friggieri ghas-sehem imprezz-
abbli li ta lis-socjeta taghna
b'taghlim u hsibijiet profondi Ii
se jibqghu hajjin ghal dejjem.

er Friggieri

v
Malt
.
ikona
— Louis Galea

Ahbar li sewditli qalbi
immens. Oliver u jien tista’
tghid li trabbejna flimkien,
konna l-iskola primarja
flimkien, sekondarja, I-
Universita u bqajna nikkollab-
oraw tista’ tghid sal-lum.

Bhala student Oliver kellu
karattru ferrichi, mill-iktar
bravu, intelligent... fl-
Universita mill-ewwel beda
jiddistingwi ruhu u aktar tard
kien ghalliem li habb lill-istu-
denti, professur, hassieb, poeta,
kritiku.

Kien kritiku fin ta’ dak li
kien ischh fpajjiina, imma I-
b’hafna mhabba ghal Malta.

Malta tilfet ikona. Tilfet
Malti li kabbar lil Malta u lill-
Maltin. Persuna b’kontribut
enormi lil-1isien u I-Letteratura
Maltija. Kien habrieki fil-
Moviment Qawmien Letterarju
fil-bidu u ko-fundatur tar-rivista
letterarja tat-tfal ‘Saghtar’.
Hadem hafna biex isir aktar
maghruf Dun Karm Psaila, li
tieghu gabar il-poeziji kollha, u
habb hafna wkoll lil Ruzar

Briffa, poeta iehor.

Oliver kien wiehed mill-
aktar kitticba prolifici, kiteb
poeziji, novelli, letteratura kri-
tika. Probabbli I-iktar awtur
tradott f"lingwi barranin,
f'madwar 60 lingwa. Kiteb 1-
Oratorju ‘Pawlu ta’ Malta’ u
oratorji ohrajn. F’mument ta*
krizi f*pajjizna kiteb “Fil-
Parlament ma Jikbrux Fjuri’ u
kattar fin-nies il-kuragg, il-fidi,
it-tama. Kellu wkoll bosta kit-
biet religjuzi.

L-ahhar vrus li kiteb kienu
fuq l-annimali. Kien qed jikteb
trattat ta’ hsieb, ta’ filosofija,
fuq l-annimali, it-thatija
taghhom u x"inhu s-schem tal-
annimal flimkien mal-bnie-
dem. Ahna li konna grib tieghu
tlifna habib kbir.
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Reshuffle o S .
fil-Kabinett DIZABBLI MHALLSIN INQAS

Ibierah filghodu, il-Prim Ministru [ GHALL-‘ISTESS XO GHOL, vveiLa;iuer‘\ggtnc\t’)i:.:

Robert Abela kien ghaddej b'hid-
ma biex issir reshuffle fil-Kabinett. Sa
minn kmieni filghodu beda jibghat
ghal diversi Ministri u Segretarji Par- |
lamenari u anke Deputati. |

|

»» ikompli f'pagna 4

Il-familji f'pajjizna s
fost l-inqas li hassew
impatt ekonomiku

mill-COVID-19 |

VICTOR VELLA |
vvellagunionprint commt

tharrig maghmul mill-Parlament
Ewropew fost il-familji f'kull

pajjiz fl-Unjoni Ewropea wera kif ahdmu taht l-istess saqaf. ferenza fil-paga ma ssibha mniizla du xi doveri negsin. Jekk tistaq-
il-familji Maltin u Ghawdxin huma Jaghmlu prattikament l-istess mkien. Jekk tistaqsi ghaliex wiehed si aktar, min ihaddmu jghidlek li
fost l-inqas li qalu li gew affettwati xoghol. Grupp imhallas mod mill-haddiema ghandu inqas paga, “anke responsabbilta ghandu inqas
ekonomikament mill-pandemija. u persuna ohra ghandha inqas. Ir- jghidulek li xoghlu mhux ezatt bhal

raguni ghaliex hemm din id-dif- tal-haddiema l-ohra, ghax ghan- »» ikompli f'pagni 6 u 7

»» ikompli f'pagna 4 22 cf
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filghodu har al i

sena.
IT-TORC

gieri dwar di ;
MaIT-TOREA
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Mmm-u« HE
~.ur(~)l|\tr\m,hl1||ol
i3 I\ulmrhum 1q|es udli 1.,n.\|n|u isemlilfpajjizna. Kien
ta’umanitaskbira'u minKejja‘l=gherf i Kien moghni bih, dejjem ap-
prezzajtfih l-umilita tieghu. Ghal ghexieren ta’snin, Oliver Friggieri'’kien pro-
tagonist ewlieni fl-istorja intellettwali ta’ pajjizna. Ragel li b’kitbietu, bil-lez-
zjonijiet tieghu fl-Universita ta’ Malta kkontribwixxa bil-kbir fil-formazzjoni
ta’ mijiet ta’ studenti. [llum pajjiznatilet punt ta’riferiment ubniedem li serva

Iil art twelidu b’lealta f'kull irwol li kien fdat fih.

Enfasizza i “

na, lil nies

N 1MNa4a

fug kollox kien bniedem li habb b’imhabba kbira lil Mal-
ill-ifsien Malti. [ffum Malta tinsab imnikka b’mewtek
ill-aktar u
qxa f'galbna u f'dan il-gens li tant ghozzejt. ['isem il-

lied li gatt habbewha izda I-memorja tieghek
q

aghti I-kondoljanzi tieghi lill-graba u lill-gheziez tal-Professur

Aktar imwiet bil-Covid-19.. ifiqu 159 persuna u jfeggu 141 kaz gdid

1-ahhar aggornament dw-
Far il-Covid-19 f'pajjiina,
irrizulta 1i wara li saru 3,391
swab test, instabu 141 kaz
gdid ta’ COVID-19.

Matul il-jum tal-Gimgha
kienu ¢¢ertifikati mfejqa
159 persuna. Il-kazi tal-lum
ghadhom qed ikunu inves-
tigati.

ill-kazi li kienu rrappur-
tati lbierah 20 minn dawn
kienu familjari li kellhom
kuntatt ma’ qarib iehor infet-
tat bil-COVID-19, 21 kienu
kolleggi li gew f’kuntatt ma’
kolleggi ohrajn li kellhom
il-vajrus u 11-il kaz iehor
kienu individwu li gew
f’kuntatt ma’ persuni li kell-
hom il-COVID-19.

Imutu tliet anzjani

Il-Ministeru ghas-Sahha

jinsab infurmat li tliet an-
zjani mietu waqt li kienu
pozittivi ghall-Covid-19.
Fl-ewwel kaz, anzjan ta’ 80
sena, li kien ikkonfermat
pozittiv ghall-Covid-19 fid-9
ta” Novembru, miet ilbierah
fl-Isptar Mater Dei. Fit-tieni
kaz, anzjana ta’ 82 sena, li

kienet ikkonfermata pozit-

tiva ghall-Covid-19 fid-9
ta’ Novembru, mietet aktar
kmieni llum fl-Isptar Mater
Dei. Fit-tielet kaz, anzjan ta’
70 sena, li kien ikkonfermat
pozittiv fis-6 ta’ Novembru,
miet aktar kmieni lum fl-
Isptar Mater Dei.

Il-prigunier Pakistan li nstab mejjet fic-cella
m'ghaddiex id-dettalji tal-genituri tieghu

har il-Gimgha fi stqarri-
ja, kien ikkonfermat 1j
nstab prigunier Pakistan ta’
25 sena mejjet fic-cella tieghu.
Matul il-gurnata tal-bierah gie
allegat 1i I-genituri tal-prigu-
nier saru jafu bil-mewt ta’
binhom minn fuq il- -midja.
Fid-dawl ta’ din l-istqar-
rija mill-genituri, I- -Agenzija
u t-tmexxija tal-habs i¢garat
li “wagqt il-progessi uffi¢jali
li jsiru, il-persuna involuta

m'ghaddietx dawn id-det-
talji. Ghalhekk wara l-mewt
skattaw il-pro¢eduri norma-
li fejn il-pulizija bhala parti
mill-investigazzjoni  taghha
taghmel kuntatt mal-Konsu-
lat tal-pajjiz konéernat biex
ikunu identifikati u mgharr-
fa l-qraba. Dan huwa l-uniku
mod uffi¢jali kif setghu jkunu
mgharrfa  J-qraba  ladarba
ma nghataw l-ebda dettalji
lill-agenzija.”
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IMUT IL-KITTIEB OLIVER FRIGGIERI

gi-:li_ittieb rinomat Oliver awturi li
, me il-ggant i
t.alAlettera‘tuus fost il-gganti rikonox;( qtatt bty milithgs ‘ghagdaghal din ifFnggedon 3
ura lokali u ; xut anke fug livell in-  ghal dan il-popl
motur tal Tlsien_ Maly r}::i‘:at ternazzjonali. o nl}el‘:z(;g Ll-t -
lxl}l:‘%?h fi-eta ta' 73 ®ins Dan, B l:kkl)llvelr Friggieri kienet ku wassal biex?[}ostpﬁt:tl:lx?ajttl\,
fu: il-?rl;id?:g:,\é Ef-ab“ Niagha m;’ ma? pégﬁii\l:é\{ltf sinoni- fl-2013 inhatar Chairperson
a sodjal 1’ personagg ta' rispett tal-Fondazzjoni (Celebrazz-
Ix-xoghlijiet " tal Professur ‘l:, suéAcefs li se jhalli legat kbir jonijiet r:]azzjona]i eI\llst::zt.izn
Friggieri kienu jvarjaw minn Gafalh, qalet stqarrija tal- u fi-2016 inghata l-midalja
poeziji, kotba, rumanzi bil- Vﬁ;-"‘ jeri tad-deheb “Gieh -Akkademja
Ma]q u aktar ricenti tpingiji- kola gpgl_t!n _tghallem fl-1s- tal-Malti”.
et billapes. Dawn tal-ahhar fis-Se rimarja tal-Furjana u  1l-Gvern tenna li l-imhab-
gew ippubblikati ghall-ewwel wagqt rli'nfrlmr'lll e et e s
darba fl-ahhar xhur fi ktieb. li ratqt ll-A 1968 gab il-Bacelle- l-arti, ir-ricerka u I-filosofi-
i n.k_lu da wkoll poeziji tiegﬁu e alArti fil-Malti, Taljan u ja ispirat generazzjoni wara
uli l-g!igh minnu mar b'risti ul ?ﬁeo:i S B0 e G
l-assocjazzjoni lokali Beating ﬁlfl.ettesmn v o Datoiat. | YUl il oo
Hearls,}l et wdnie o ra.t‘lﬁra 'Malnj_a. zi tieghu lill-familja Friggieri,
u tfal 1i jitwieldu bi problemi patrij se jibga' meqjus bhala il-Gvern irringrazzja lil Frig-
f'qalbhom. Ee’br;l]l?'t(tj Malti li habb u é¢el- gieri ghas-sehem imprezzab-
_ Wagqt li sellem il-memor- x-xo hl]--.-em“_a Maltija, tant li  bli li ta lis-so¢jeta b'taghlim u
Ju LIEb, post, oike b regfe ijiet tieghu huma punt  hsibijiet profondi li se jibgghu
letterarju u hassieb, il-Gvern u kontl:tr)‘z? Bt
Sl_)le_ge;( kif il-Professur Frig- torja Malli‘;a g‘i}og?t:istht?}a;ls- B s i
gioct Jien wighed mill orja Maltijja. Bil-kit u esprima s-soghba tiegh
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